






The body donor program of the IfP is
designed to survive in the long run.
However, since not everything can be
predicted in advance and nothing lasts
forever, it cannot be stated for certain
that every donation can always be
accepted at every point in time in the
future.
I will make every effort to continue to
develop the IfP into a successful, inter-
nationally recognized institute from
which interested medical training cen-
ters can buy anatomical specimens with-
out ethical reservations. The specimens
will be used in public museums so that
medical experts and lay persons alike
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Like anatomy lessons at universities,
plastination is dependent on people who
are willing to donate their bodies after
death. By donating your body for plasti-
nation, you can make a very special con-
tribution both to the training of future
physicians and other medical profession-
als and to the education of the general
public, because the specimens will not
only be available for a short period. They
will be used for educational purposes on
a long-term basis. Medical professionals
take care of our health throughout our
lives. By donating your body, you will not
be adding your voice to the chorus of
complaints that doctors are poorly
trained. Instead, you will be doing every-
thing possible as a layman to improve
their level of training. By donating your
body to plastination, you will be passing
on the medical care given to you, which
started even before your birth to future
generations.

can have the opportunity to see normal
anatomy and diseases of the human
body with a previously unattainable level
of authenticity. Furthermore, the IfP will
continue to develop and perfect the art
of plastination. At the same time, I
assure you that I will do everything in
my power to make certain that every
body donated is used to its greatest
potential in order to enhance knowledge
about the healthy and diseased anatomy
of the human body among lay people,
students, and medical professionals and
to foster medical research. The scientific
work of the IfP will certainly continue
after the end of my career or the event
of my death.
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Appendix

Dr. med. Gunther von Hagens,
Curriculum Vitae

1/10/45 Born in Alt-Skalden/Posen, former Eastern Germany
1965–68 Studied medicine at the Friedrich Schiller University in Jena, former Eastern Germany
1968–70 Imprisoned in Gera and Cottbus after a failed attempt to defect;

liberated as a political prisoner by the West German government in August 1970
1970–73 Completion of medical studies at the University of Lübeck, Germany
1973–74 Internship at the Helgoland hospital
1974–75 Internship and doctorate completed in the anesthesia and emergency unit of the

University of Heidelberg, Germany
1975–77 Resident at the Anatomical Institute, University of Heidelberg, Germany
1977–78 Resident at the Pathological Institute, University of Heidelberg, Germany
1978–95 Anatomist at the Anatomical Institute, University of Heidelberg, Germany
1977–95 Discovered and developed plastination process 
1979–94 Organized and held plastination courses in German and English
1980–95 Numerous lectures about plastination in over 25 countries
1982 Began the Body Donation Programm for Plastination
1984–96 Served as keynote speaker at 8 international plastination conferences in the US,

Germany, Canada, Austria, and Australia
1993 Established the Institute for Plastination in Heidelberg, Germany; Scientific Director
1996 Appointed visiting professor at the Dalian Medical University, China
1996 Founded a plastination center at the State Academy in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan and 

at the Dalian Medical University, China; Scientific Director
1999 Named honorary professor at the Kyrgyz State Medical Academy, Kyrgyzstan
2001 Founding of the “Von Hagens Plastination (Dalian) Co. Ltd.” in Dalian, PR China
2004 Named visiting professor at the New York University College of Dentistry, USA
2006 Founding of the Gubener Plastinate GmbH and opening of the PLASTINARIUM 

in Guben, Germany, a plastination workshop and anatomical exhibition open to 
the public.

Gunther von Hagens is a member of the following organizations: 
German Anatomical Society, International Society for Plastination (honorary member), Rumanian Anatomical
Society (honorary member), American Association of Anatomists

Finally, I would like to thank you for
your interest in donating your body for
plastination. I would be happy to wel-
come you among the circle of donors,
which includes my family and myself.

Dr. Gunther von Hagens

Institute for Plastination
Rathausstrasse 11, 69126 Heidelberg, Germany

Body Donor Office:

Phone: +49 6221 33 11 50, Fax: +49 6221 33 11 45

E-mail: koerperspende@plastination.com

North and South American Body Donor Office:

Georgina Gomez, Director of Development

P.O. Box 34001, Granada Hills, CA 91394

Phone: 213 291 9572, Fax: 213 291 9582

E-mail: bodydonation@plastination.com
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Links
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